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Deeper Learning in Practice - Part 2
Last week we began to examine 
what deeper learning might look 
like in the classroom. Through 
design thinking challenges, pro-
ject-based learning ac-
tivities, Genius Hours, and 
other methods, teachers 
who value Deeper Learn-
ing ensure that students 
are engaged, motivated to 
persist, and develop critical 
skills. Supporting students 
through these types of 
activities often requires a 
shift in how we think about 
classroom learning and the 
competencies needed by teachers 
to facilitate that learning.

One example discussed were 
students in a sixth-grade robot-
ics classroom building controllers 

for swimming robots. One group 
experiments with settings to 
sink the robots by filling a blad-
der with water. Another works to 

perfect the speed controls on the 
motor. Another group tests the 
robot design to ensure that it can 
easily move through the water. 
In each group, students are en-
gaged and focused as they apply 

math, engineering, and science 
knowledge to their work. These 
students are engaged in the six 
categories of Deeper Learning 

skills. Last week we discussed 
the first three (Master Aca-
demic Content, Think Critical-
ly & Solve Complex Problems, 
and Work Collaboratively). 
This week we will examine 
the other three categories of 
Deeper Learning skills.

Communicate Effectively. 
Students develop their com-
munication skills throughout 

their academic careers as writ-
ers, presenters, artists, and team 
members. Teachers strengthen 
those skills by providing students 
tools to communicate clearly, ef-
fectively, and persuasively across 
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SMS Student Spotlight
Lucas Davis is a Distinguished 
8th Grade student on the Blue 
Barracudas team. Lucas is in-
volved in STLP and the Junior 
Beta Club.  Lucas is a great kid 
and excellent student.   He is 
fluent in Mandarin Chinese and 
spends 2 months each summer 
with his grandparents in Taiwan 
where his mother, Li-Wen Chen, 
was born and raised.  His mother 
has lived in the US since 2000 and earned her MBA from Morehead 
State University.  Lucas was proud to say she had recently earned 
her US Citizenship and will be participating in an upcoming cere-
mony.  Lucas has friends in Taiwan he enjoys visiting every summer 
and said his favorite part of Taiwan is shopping the street vendors 
at the night and morning market. Lucas states he also enjoys the 
different fruits grown in that part of the world. In addition to his 
annual visits to Taiwan, Lucas has also traveled to Hong Kong and 
Japan.  Congrats to Lucas for being #FCSBOLD.

“There is only one corner of the uni-
verse you can be certain of improving, 
and that’s your own self. “

- Aldous Huxley

MONDAY

Admin Meeting @ 8:30

Fast Pass Writing

Baseball @ Lewis (6:00)

The SMS Cougar Council will 
sponsor a on Friday, March 23rd 
afterschool until 5:00 PM. The cost 
is $5 and the proceeds will benefit 
the 8th grade party.

WEDNESDAY

Fast Pass Writing

No Faculty Meeting

THURSDAY

PLC Day (ELEOT Data)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Last week in Pictures

TUESDAY

Kentucky Shakespeare presents Twelfth 
Night Production (12:30)

Fast Pass Writing

Please make sure that you are setting aside time to 
meet as a team to discuss student issues. Set a time 
weekly to get together either before or after to school 
and spend 15-20 minutes talking about these issues. 
These meetings don’t need to be very long, but it’s im-
portant that your entire team is on the same page. Whit-
ney or I will be happy to sit in if and when you need us. 
Just give us a heads up and we will make every effort to 
be there. 

Please remember to update your grades in Infinite Cam-
pus. Grade checks take place every Monday morning and 
parents are keeping a close eye on student progress. 
Also, if you are contacted by parents, please make every 
effort to respond to them within 24 hours by either 
email or phone call.
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Break Day

MONDAY

The March meeting of the Simons 
Middle School SBDM will take place 
on Monday March 19th @5:00 PM in 
the Conference Room.

SMS Staff Spotlight

Do you have an interesting story to tell that we can include in next week’s Cougar Connection?  
Email us at jesse.bacon@fleming.kyschools.us

all grades and subjects.

After the students have perfect-
ed their robots, they will pre-
sent them to their classmates 
to explain the adjustments they 
made to the controllers.

Learn How to Learn. In addition 
to guiding students through 
instruction, teachers help them 
become self-directed learn-
ers who drive their explora-
tion. With support from their 
teachers, students set goals, 
track their progress, reflect on 
their strengths and areas for 
improvement, and can turn 
setbacks into opportunities for 
growth.

In robotics class, students iden-
tify daily goals for their robot 
design in their groups, create 
challenges for their teams, and 
push their learning to meet 
these goals.

Develop Academic Mindsets. 
Beyond learning academic 
skills, students need to become 
life-long learners who take the 
initiative, are persistent, and 
build relationships to access 
resources. Teachers support 
these mindsets through activi-
ties and discussions that focus 
on ethical behavior, resilience, 
and mindfulness.

While not every experiment 
that the students try with their 

robots will be successful, they 
will not rest until they have 
found the best approach. Once 
the robots are complete, stu-
dents will enter them in the 
Robot Olympics to determine 
the fastest, most agile, and 
most creative robots!

What does deeper learning 
mean to you? How do you 
engage students with Deeper 
Learning experiences in your 
classroom and beyond? What 
competencies have supported 
your success? I’d love to hear 
about them.

Continued from page 1

Mrs. Shawna Singler is the 7th Grade math teacher on the Red 
Jaguar Team.  Mrs. Singler and her husband Dustin have two 
beautiful little girls, CJ and Olivia.  In addition to being a math 
teacher, Mrs. Singler also manages her own trucking busi-
ness. Mrs. Singler is originally from Lewis County, she started 
at Simons Middle School in 2007. She is an extremely gifted 
teacher who is always looking for new ways to help her stu-
dents succeed.  She is excellent with struggling students and 
knows how to reach students on their individual level.  Thank 
you, Mrs. Singler for all that you do for students, you are truly 
#FCSBold
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